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Convergent evolution of fish sex-determining genes
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Among vertebrates, fish have particularly diverse sex-determination mechanisms. The discovery of the sex-
determination gene Dmy in the medaka led to the elucidation of the conserved sex differentiation pathway and the
remarkable diversity of sex determination mechanisms in closely related species. They have both XY and ZW sex
determination systems, and their sex chromosomes and sex-determining genes differ among species. In addition,
recent advances in genome sequencing technologies led to the identification of sex-determining genes in many
fish species. These studies indicate that TGF-f signaling factors and specific transcription factors have repeatedly
and independently acquired sex-determining functions. Here, I review the current knowledge on the diverse sex-

determination mechanism in fishes, especially in the medaka fishes.

1. [FC®IZ
[PEIRE ] E0d. ROMBAEIR IS EIIEO 86 HIZMbT 202 IRETHEBETH Y . FOHD

MESME] IZ R - TRESINENTERR SN D, ZALOWFRICE Y | S A R « A ATRR DRI
B RO RN EC D, Lo, ”ﬁ?Li‘Eﬁl{%‘\fﬁui Tt o THIBEOMERTEBART Sry ZAE

25



VT T E 2D EERRAVIC, ML LIS OB HEEN L0 FEARE LS Lo THEZR S M EME L R L, FFicf
FIITE LOSERERRD B D, RINTH A X VRHEIATIT, TR E I E 08 7 D ML A R0
WREBIL T2 b O b PR ERES TR TR L TE I 2 ERA LN > TE T, I,
THBEEE WSS MREBEFO L — ) —RoF O LS 2 BT 5 FCEEALAT
DINDBFELNODOH D,

2. AEHOUREEETF Dmy EMEMMERER

TFLEAD Sry (2R < 2 Bl B DM EBAG 7 & LT, 2002 2 BARD 2 X B FEEE (Oryzias latipes 33 X O
O. sakaizumii) 7% Dmy BRI N7= D, Dmy (XY YRR 7285+ Th O, T OMRBRIEEL L%
0 XY EIEA A A TVEERHA L. Dmy 238 A U7z XX ABRNS A AT 5 Z L v b, ZO4 A RE
FEREMSGERI STz, F72. Dmy lZ DM R A A V% OB -4 2 — N L, FYREARISHFET D Dmrtl
DEMLEEIZ X > TE U Y FREAY S

Rspol ?

Su s Thh, ZOl-%. SRY LK. @ (ggfﬁngjgégﬁﬁgg_*g
nt> D>

DMY & FiiiEfls +DEEHIEIC L - T

B LA BB S D - ERTRER bmy

XY IR T Gedf Cyp1ib -
oo ZOFRRNEEE R0 WIBIZE Bk — Dmrtl — . —>

Amhr2 ? (F5ET)
RTINS, CRETICIFIAL (1655 5751122) crem
71 (0. latipes) THHX 1D & 5 7551k
RN LN SN TE 22,

AL T AEFERZ 35T D B O TEREOMEZE 1T ARG Il D BT AL, XX AR TITLE AT HIGFEIZHY
FET 2 DIk L, XY IR TIHIEE A CHIE L2, Dmy (32 D X 5 2RI E W HNIZ e D
AT, XY EROAFERR AN THRE LB S 5, DMY I3&/L b U MIEEHMA I Z W T, TGF-p 77 2 U
—D VA REEFTHD Gsdf X°, BERT% 22— K925 Dmrtl ORBLEIEHELT D, ZhbORT
P ARFE AR OO HE A AR SORE B B -3 B O AR T OIE M LICB BT 5 E B2 b T b, 72,
TGF-p 7 7 2V —IZBT 20 27 —FHLEL (AMH) ¥ 70, AFEMIOBEHEH 2 N L O
BAME~DEG- 2R STV A A, GSDF =° DMRTI & ORRIZAHTH 5, Wbtk —» HEIC/R S
&L b Lic'oL b Y MIRITARTERIIESC 7 A 7 ¢ > BRI & & B ICRHIEREZTER L, 0N TR B
B S ND, 74T 4 EMAIZE T D AT a4 MRS T (Cypllb X° Hsd11h) OFBLIL,
TANATRUDBIE®RT > Re 7 Thbd 11-77 b T A MATr Y (11KT) ~OEHAEREL, F A
DORBZFET 5, LovL, FFERIC 1I-KT 1ZREE5- L7,

—Ji. Dmy BFEAE L7200 XX BERTIE, FHEE# D DERER % 2 — K92 Foxi2 DN ERIR A C
FBL LR | RIS SIS Ae O 43 LIC B 5.9~ 2 Tl s T 2EMH b T 5 LB 2 b Tnd, Fiz,
AEFERIAR I IR LB 0> DI ZUTREAT UL IR RERERR 303 TR IR B O [ E A CONIE R 2 TR
%o HEMICY v~ Z—EBET Cplala BT HE, TANATBUN1IB-ZA N T V4 —/v
(B2) 2 s D, B2 IZHIHIOIRRICIZBI G LigWAs, A ADRBIA 23585 2 L FIRHC, IN5LAE
AT HDICRKETH D,

1. IFIAZHITET DM R

26



3. AENBRABICE T IMREERTFDEHKME

AKX F1 (Oryzias) JBHEIFNTHET 7 % Hl . wEmw
i s — W W B OBGET
(2 35 FEREDH SN TN D, Dmy DFEFLE, 0. latipes XY  chr1  Dmy
O. sgkaizqmii XY Chr1 Dmy
A F I ITFIZB N TEOIEIERH S, 0. curvotus XY chi omy
0. maongensis Xy oz e
Dmy 13 A % FEEE (O. latipes, O. sakaizumii ¥3 0. javanicus W chrts
> . . N R . dancena
L OV 0. sinensis) A F A XTI (0. 0. minutillus XY Chrg
O. hadiatyae XY Chr24 .
curvinotus) OIS TH U7 E(LAYIZHT LW g X Gmio  Saor
o oo X Cd amho
E{ﬁ%"(&) HZEHBHLEYD (K2), Vi 0. Strasinorum XYIZW  Chr 16/22 ’
O. dopingdopingensis XY Chr24
O. celebensis XY Chr 24
j: ﬂﬁo) f‘%*@ 75)%” D i& '{I\‘% %\_"‘ %) D O. woworae XY Chr24
—E O. worasi XY Chr24
- . - _ 7— - O. asinua XY Chr 24
TEWRRENTZ LT D, TTTEEDIY 7 T2 e @pen)

IIHDAZTERFITHON T, BRI K
Ol B R 7R 72 FIEIC L o TE OMRERR
AR R 2 iR L C& 72 99, WTEITT ) Mt OEERIC L > TESICHEREKREZRFETE 5 X 9
[Z720 D, ZHE TIZ Dmy & b 72720 16 FEIC O W THERERER & MY RN E Sz, i kv
AL AETIE XY BBRLETH 203 ZW BOPERERRA AL L R AR BRI T L IT/]R D L) |
E LW SN o T,

IHIT, TN OMEGARPFRE SN2 16 D 5 6 5 FIZOW T, HRERIR T (EMET) 2REE
S, D HH 2FIT OV TITHEREFE R ER-CHREIES FERRIZ K > TZ OMRERE bR SN TE T,
N AR T1 (O. luzonensis) TRIE ST Gsdf 13, Y Yetofk EICAIE T 5 4 AREBE T & L THERE
358, ARTIE, Gsdf OXSEBIE 1T X Petaff L Y YetIRO W G ICHFAET D08, Gsdff EMEEND Y
KBS A1 Gsdff £V & FROREHNI R MEASER THRBLL . 20 Gsdff ZBIZFEAT 2 & XX fEK
DA AN 5D, FT2, A > RA XD (0. dancena) TRRIE STz Sox3" &, X Yetafk & Y Yeta ko
WFCAFAET 278, Y Yt fRRs A7 o — DIERHT £ 5 T Sox3" DB BRI AETINR CHBLT
%9, EBIT, Sox3" DR KIACHAEEIHC Ko THEEIAVE L 5 2 &6, AREICBIT 5204 Ak
EMSREDSTER ST, 2D, Sox3 (X~ —F T X A AKX T (0. marmoratus) X707 77 4 AT AKX
71 (O. profundicola) DOVYEFEBIE TN R AINTZ O, A 2 RAXDFEEL, Y FRRAO= A~ —
DA AREHIEEEZ L2 LI PRI D, m oA —RITHEERRD RN &b, £
ZALD Sox3 (TN EREZ R/ LT LB DD, SHIT, FEDT ) LR, =/X—3 R
271 (0. eversi) 75 XY BLOMVERERRNZ B, EOMERE fB%V Amh DAFAET HZ E BB HMIT
ot Dy Bl 275, Amh FHOBBUTIS O TRV R LIERERE FISEL L TE 2 2 L h, AR
TH Z OB ERRE 2 5 Lo wRetE s e s h T g

2. A% (Oryzias) JEHIFIZIT DVER EHAE O ZARME

4. MHMEBRICEITAMHREETFORE
AZH NI AZNBEOA  FAZ IO IFEICHOWTIE, TNENRR LR EEET (Dmy.

Gsdf'. Sox3Y) ZHLON, WITIITBWTH Gsdf A AUIZEET 5 & v o, HaobRigick i a4k
WELHLNZEN TS, BB X 912, A X I TiE DMY 2 Gsdf DEEIRMACICEE 542 Z & 23

27



BRTWD, £ FAXHTY, Sox3VEIFHINC Gsdf FEENSTHE S 1. Gsdf DFSRETEL LM R BLIC &
S THIEHT 2 2 L6 Gsdf 28 Sox3" TIROKEMMEBIEFTHDH Z LRI NTNDS ), L7edio
T, AEDRAV RAZ DT, BENFTHD DMY < SOX3Y A Gsdf ZiEMEAL L COREE M 28 <
LEZIOND, £T2. VYU AX DY YR TIL, Dmy O UNCHERBIE D B3 D K 9 72 280K
BN Gsdf D AFREFEBICE LT TWD, Tk IV A BT OMHET Dmy 3> T PERGE

Bl & LToEE %, Gsdfyﬁwﬁﬁ%%oﬂiotk%z%hﬁz\é8>o ZOEoIZ, Thb 3FEITMER
ERIRTNRRDZ OO0, WY Gsdf DERGIEMEZE EiF 2 LR BtAE D, Lz,
IWHD AKX I BAEFATIL, Gsdf £V THOMEREDHAAIIFEM TRIFS L TE D, Gsdf%@%@@’%{“
b, & 25 WIE Gsdf ODEEGHIFNE - (Dmy X° Sox3") OEFFIZ L - T, Fric MR EENE L TEx T &
Ezbhb,

— 05 TR A KT OPERTEBAG FAEERR Amh \ZOWTIE, X-Y RIS T 2 IERBE RN RE SN T
WD D, ZOREECHE M ERIRIC BT 2 EENIAATH D, Lol EBOLIICIFIAX I T
AMH ¥ 75V v Z P AR OBFEIC B G35 2 Lonh . Zheit L TSRO ZELE b5 L
72D G L7y,

5. [ LCHREEGRFORHKEL

‘E$®/f/ DIRFEAMTOEAIT LY | A Z T BESIMT b ZE D EE FUZ O THEIRE AR PR AN AT
. BIEE T 114 FCHREBE T OFEMPREINTND 10 (£1), TOFTHRLEZNO
23, TGF-B > 7 F VBHHEE T Th D, FFIC Amh BAEFI1E, 12 )8 33 FEOMEREEE & L TRE S
TW5, £lo. TOZHEEILT Amhr2 b 9E3o$§fﬂméjmﬂ\é [FERIC, V> A K H CRE
ENT- Gsdf 148 6 FT, Gdfs 1X2 B3 THEIN TS, EHIC T, B TGF-B Z A K&E
{5+ T D Bmprib X°, TGF-B & 7 FND FHik+Toh 5 1d2b HEE S TWD, Tivh TGF-B B
RADIFEAE (75 FEF 73 #1. chEClcmTRE SR ERE T @HED) 0V =k
) 1. XY BUCBIT DA AR E6ze me TR BM BN BA

Culaea, Cyclopterus, Esox, Gasterosteus, Hypoatherina,

E /fz\‘% }: [/ "C )EH l{ N 6 j/L "C k‘ Amh TGF-B U XY 12 33 Novumbra, Odonteshes, Ophiodon, Oreochromis, Oryzias,

Paralichthys, Sebastes
V. ZW B3 2 FiD A TR

Amphilophus, Pangasianodon, Pangasius, Perca, Phyllopteryx,

Amhr2 TGF-B=IF VT XY, s 30 Plecoglossus, Silurus, Syngnathoides, Takifugu
TWb, ZO koI
6 j/L ° = 9 L\— N Bmpr1b TGF-B 0+ U XY/ZW 2 2 Clupea, Hippoglossus
R < a iz p=2S Bcarl H2F01 R XY 1 1 Ictalurus
TGF B - 7 j—} L_ F%’g_l—a— z) = Cyp19ala MRFOAR XY 1 1 Pseudocaranx
’fﬁ % Zﬁ *E Yk l( \ -/G‘ ﬁ ) 75 r o 7!—: : Dmrt1 SEERF XY/ZW 4 7 Betta, Cynoglossus, Oryzias, Selenotoca
Fshr B8 XY 1 1 Solea
< - e p— Mo Y Gdf6 TGF-B U XY/ZW 2 3 Astyanax, Nothobranchius
CI: T N — 21/ 6 D E’fﬁ%ﬁi 71) ){E‘[ Gsdf TGF-B>JF U2 XY 4 6 Anoplopoma, Hippoglossus, Oryzias, Takifugu
Hsd17b1  #ZFOA R rA 1 5  Seriola
Bee
FEHAMNLICHER R RE 2 1S, TGF-BS0F U2 XY 1 1 Arapaima
- S\l . Paics EN:] W 1 1 Oreochromis
l-/ T % f: — }: 71) N 4:” B)q L 7L‘— o L/ Pfpdz1 RBg XY 1 1 Pelteobagrus
75 N - 2”[, 6 O) :/ 7\‘ j—/l/ ’ff\‘ % Sdy R XY 7 13 Hucho, Oncorhynchus, Parahucho, Salmo, Salvelinus,
\ — P " Stenodus, Thymallus
. Sox2 SERT W 1 1 Scophthalmus
BN PR /?E’?D Iﬁ 1 LIcED X sos HEET XY 1 3 Oryzias
. Sult1st6 H2F01 R XY 1 2 Thunnus
9 a: E‘:‘j 5‘@— é 75 R 6i N /:I\'fﬁ ) E Zky B4 XY 2 3 Gadus, Arctogadus

HLWHERRE TH 5,
Flo. BHERTZ 3 — FFOMRERIR TS Sox BED Dmrt] BIEOWFNMNTHEET 5, £bLh

28



TELEE Sry OMICEE 1L Sox3 TH Y. A XD Dmy 1L Dmrtl ODEHEEETTHD, BB LI
Sox3 1EA ¥ RA X B 72 & 3FRIZH T D XY BHEREBRIZF THY . Sox2 1TA4 2T AD ZW BPRE
BT ELTHEINTWS, £72, Dmy & Dmrtl #OEFEDOITEZDE, AX N EZL4RTHET
PEREBB FIZR S TND Z L2 D, Dmrtl 1XIE & A EDOFE (7 fEidp 6 fll) T XY Btk EHkAIC
%ﬁTéﬁ\*%TZWﬂK%%ﬁbfwéo:ﬂ%@ﬁ%ﬁ\%ﬁ®%5ﬁ¥ﬁ(xm@DMmﬂ
AL OBFR Tl $ARNTIC HRTE LTEGSNTEEI L 2REBEL TV,

6. BhYIz

A X7 B EE REOMED B < OMEREBE TP ONITR D | 220> THERZ TGF- 5% v
TFNOBEEENPR L TE, ZUHORRIE, RONTZEEFHPHERERBEFIZRIST VI &%
RIET D000 LW, BEHBLEFOERICE > TR 7RG EZ6ND, 2F 0, FEIN
Te MR E BRI BEA O PR E BAR oM B AR 23 o2 Ui, I TRt RN RS D
f%éoiﬁ TER DD AL IRk VTR TH . MR E AR 7RISR R 13 o5 B 720
BlE, BEHEEFORBEIC)HR Y ORMZE L TWD, 5%OF ) DMENTRT ) LRERHMT OHERIC
0. XVRY ORWIEREBIE T O L3— b U — & EDOSEELEEORBA A S N D,

SEXH

1)  Matsuda, M., Nagahama, Y., Shinomiya, A., Sato, T., Matsuda, C., Kobayashi, T., Morrey, C.E., Shibata, N., Asakawa, S.,
Shimizu, N., Hori, H., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M., DMY is a Y-specific DM-domain gene required for male
development in the medaka fish., Nature. 417, 559-563, (2002).

2)  Nagahama, Y., Chakraborty, T., Paul-Prasanth, B., Ohta, K., Nakamura, M., Sex determination, gonadal sex
differentiation, and plasticity in vertebrate species. Physiol. Rev. 1237-1308, (2021).

3)  Matsuda, M., Sato, T., Toyazaki, Y., Nagahama, Y., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M., Oryzias curvinotus has DMY, a gene
that is required for male development in the medaka, O. latipes. Zool Sci, 159-161, (2003).

4)  Takehana, Y., Naruse, K., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M., Evolution of ZZ/ZW and XX/XY sex-determination systems
in the closely related medaka species, Oryzias hubbsi and O. dancena. Chromosoma, 463-470, (2007).

5)  Takehana, Y., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M. Different origins of ZZ/ZW sex chromosomes in closely related medaka
fishes, Oryzias javanicus and O. hubbsi. Chromosome Res., 801-811, (2008).

6)  Myosho, T., Takehana, Y., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M., Turnover of sex chromosomes in celebensis group medaka
fishes. G3, 2685-2691, (2015).

7)  Ansai, S., Montenegro, J., Masengi, K.W.A., Nagano, A.J., Yamahira, K., Kitano, J., Diversity of sex chromosomes in
Sulawesian medaka fishes. J. Evol .Biol., 1751-1764, (2022).

8)  Myosho, T., Otake, H., Masuyama, H., Matsuda, M., Kuroki, Y., Fujiyama, A., Naruse, K., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi,
M., Tracing the emergence of a novel sex-determining gene in medaka, Oryzias luzonensis. Genetics, 163-170, (2012).

9)  Takehana, Y., Matsuda, M., Myosho, T., Suster, M.L., Kawakami, K., Shin-I, T., Kohara, Y., Kuroki, Y., Toyoda, A.,
Fujiyama, A., Hamaguchi, S., Sakaizumi, M., Naruse, K., Co-option of Sox3 as the male-determining factor on the Y

chromosome in the fish Oryzias dancena., Nat. Commun. 5, 4157, (2014).

29



10) Kitano, J., Ansai, S., Takehana, Y., Yamamoto, Y., Diversity and convergence of sex determination mechanisms in

teleost fish., Annu. Rev. Anim. Biosci. (in press).

30



